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He is a chubby, bearded older man who wears 
funny clothes, rides in a sleigh and hangs 
around with mutant reindeer (see “Rudolph”). 
He prefers to enter homes through the 
chimney, eats cookies and milk put out for 
him and carries a large sack with gifts for 
good little boys and girls. He says, “Ho-ho-
ho!” a lot and wears spectacles. He goes by 
several names, e.g., Santa Claus, Sinterklaas, 
Kris Kringle, Ole Saint Nick. 
 
Although Christmas is a veritable bundle of 
traditions wrapped together (get it?), it seems 
that Santa Claus has his roots in an actual 
person who lived in the 4th century, a Saint 
Nicholas (using “saint” in the accommodative 
sense, as the Roman Catholic Church would 
use the word). Apparently Nicolas, a bishop of 
Myra in Lycia, was well known for his gift 
giving. It is not difficult to see the connection 
with the modern gift-giver. 
 
Have you noticed, however, how much Santa 
Claus sounds like God? No…really…hear me 
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out. Consider the lyrics of the popular 
holiday song, Santa Claus Is Coming To 
Town: 
 
You better watch out 
You better not cry 
You better not pout 
I’m telling you why 
Santa Claus is coming to town 
 
He’s making a list, 
He’s checking it twice, 
He’s gonna find out who’s naughty or nice 
Santa Claus is coming to town 
 
He sees you when you’re sleeping 
And he knows when you’re awake 
He knows if you’ve been bad or good 
So be good for goodness sake 
 
 (Song written by Haven Gillespie, J. Fred 
Coots • Copyright © Sony/ATV Music 
Publishing LLC, Warner/Chappell Music, 
Inc) 

 

“The thing about quotes on the Internet is you cannot 
confirm their validity.” 

-- Abraham Lincoln 

“I hate quotations. Tell me what you know.” 
-- Ralph Waldo Emerson 

(A little “end of the year” levity!) 

Notable	Quotables	

SOWER 

THE 

	

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

A comparison of the lists of apostles in 
Matthew 10:2-4 and Luke 6:14-16 seems 

to indicate that Thaddaeus was also 
known as Lebbaeus (Matthew) and 

Judas, son of James (Luke). It seems that 
Bartholomew was also known as 

Nathanael. 
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We will always have distractions facing us when it 
comes to living faithfully for the Lord.  The poem on 
the previous page by an unknown author refers to this 
as “minding things of earth.”  John warns us against 
loving the world or “all that is in the world; the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 
John 2:15-16); but, as we all know, at times we do. 

If we truly desire to live pleasing to God, we will look 
back on such occasions with regret, realizing the time 
we wasted that could have been spent faithfully in His 
service.  This is why it is so important at every age in 
life to make whatever worldly sacrifices are necessary 
to seek God first in our lives.  John says, “The world is 
passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the 
will of God abides forever” (1 John 2:17).  The things 
of the world will pass away, and along with them our 
spiritual wellbeing, if we put them first in our 
lives.  When we “set (our) mind(s) on things above, not 
on things on the earth,” we seek that which will abide 
forever. 

So which will it be for you?  Will you live your life in 
pursuit of the things of this world, only to look back 
upon your life in regret, or will you seek the Lord and 
look back with confidence in what lies ahead (2 Tim 
4:6-7)?  Another year is quickly coming to a 
close.  How will you use the one to come? 

 Via The Lakeview Lamp 
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If memory serves, Santa Claus lives at the 
North Pole, but somehow he knows who’s 
naughty or nice all around the world. He sees 
all of us when we’re sleeping. He knows when 
each of us is awake. “He knows if you’ve been 
bad or good!” 
 
In addition to the song lyrics, Santa manages 
to visit every house around the world in a 
single night, rides in a sleigh that is pulled by 
flying reindeer and manages to descend any 
chimney despite his prodigious girth. Talk 
about miracles! 
 
The mythical Santa definitely shares some 
characteristics with deity. The Scriptures 
affirm that God is “acquainted with all my 
ways” (Psalm 139:3b). He knows “when I sit 
down and when I rise up” (139:2). He knows 
what I will say even before I say it (139:4). He 
knows everything about my life, right down to 
my thoughts and the secrets of my life, and 
knows, in fact, whether I have been bad or 
good, naughty or nice (Psalm 139:1-6). 
 
God will judge men according to their deeds 
and He is aware of everything in our lives 
(Ecclesiastes 12:14; Romans 2:16; 2 
Corinthians 5:10). He is the One who 
“searches mind and heart” (Revelation 2:23). 
 
Miracles were done by the power of God. 
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Let’s not confuse Santa Claus with our 
Heavenly Father! If you have been naughty, 
Santa will supposedly bring you coal and 
onions, but on the Day of Judgment the 
consequence of being naughty will be much 
more serious (read Matthew 25:31-46 very 
carefully). 
  

	
The gospel writer Mark identified one of the apostles as 
Thaddaeus. By what other two names was he known? 

 
The	answer	to	this	question	is	on	the	back	page.	
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Bible Challenge Question 
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Text:		 	 	 	 	 	
	
Jesus	is	identified	in	Scripture	as:	

1.	The		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Son	of	God	(NKJV)	

2.	Seed	of		 	 	 	 	 	

3.	Born	of		 	 	 	 	 	

4.	Son	of		 	 	 	 	

Consequences	of	rejecting	the	virgin	birth	of	Jesus:	

1.			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

2.			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

3.			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

4.			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

Sermon	Notes	

The Virgin Birth 
By	Allen	Dvorak	

For	unto	you	is	born	this	day	in	the	city	of		 	 	 	a	Savior,	who	
is		 	 	 	the		 	 .		
--	Luke		 	 	 ;	ESV	

Jesus	was	NOT	identified	
without	qualification	as	the	son	

of		 	 	 	 	 	

Wasted	Years	
By	Troy	Nicholson	
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I looked upon a farm one day, that once I used 
to own;  The barn had fallen to the ground, the 
fields were overgrown. 

The house in which my children grew, where 
we had lived for years - I turned to see it 
broken down, and brushed aside the tears. 

I looked upon my soul one day, to find it, too, 
had grown  With thorns and thistles 
everywhere - the seeds neglect had sown. 

The years had passed while I had cared for 
things of lesser worth;  The things of heaven I 
let go while minding things of earth. 

To Christ I turned with bitter tears, and cried, 
“O Lord, forgive!  I haven’t much time left for 
Thee, not many years to live.” 

The wasted years forever gone, the days I can’t 
recall;  If I could live those days again, I’d make 
Him Lord of all. 


